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2015 State Legislative Update 
Achievements 


 


 Right to Die Legislation 


 Renewable Energy & Energy 
Efficiency 


 Unpaid Family Leave 


 Marijuana Regulation 


 Coal Divestment 
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2015 State Legislative Update 
Non- Achievements 
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 SB 350 & SB 32 pushback 
 Transportation Special 


Session 
 No highway repair funding 
 No transit revenue added 
 No recrafting of Cap & Trade 


 Health Care Financing 
Special Session 


 Tobacco/Vaporizing 
Legislation 
 







 $5.7 billion  in  annual unmet  state “transportation infrastructure” 
repair  funding needs.  


 SB 16 (Beall) proposed a variety of fees and tax increases to pay for 
highway repair.  (now SB1 X1) 


 


 Governor calls for Special Session to find funding sources: 


 Message to Transit from Sacramento:   You got  your Cap & Trade  
funding – “This year is for highways!” 


 BART & other transit (CTA) sought to include ongoing transit 
revenue in Special Session: 


 Increase percentages of Cap & Trade funding 


 Increase STA funding by raising diesel fuel tax 
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2015 Special Session 


 







2015 Special Session 
Governor Proposes Package 


5 


 Governor’s Package: 
 $3.6 billion annual funding 


package to state & local 
projects 


 Increase in Gas Excise Tax & 
Diesel Excise Tax 


 Highway user fee: $65 per 
driver annually 


 A variety of performance & 
accountability reforms 


 


 Including Public Transit: 
 $400 million annually into 


Cap & Trade funding. 


 Transit capitol grants 
boosted from 10% to 20% of 
available funding 


 Transit operation boosted 
from 5% to 10% annually 


 $100 million annually for 
complete streets projects 







 No deal for transportation infrastructure funding. 


 Republicans balked at transit provisions. 


 Discussions continue now through Conference 
Committee. 


 Transit funding still on the table 


 Specific transit legislation  could be included – impacting 
Cap & Trade and STA funding  
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2015 Special Session 
Transportation Package Fails 


Negotiations Continue… 







 


 Proposed for Support: 


 ABX1  7 (Nazarian) & SBX1  8 (Hill)  


 Public Transit Funding; Cap & Trade Program 


 ABX1  8 (Chiu & Bloom) & SBX1  7 (Allen)  


 Diesel Sale and Use Tax 


 


 Proposed for Support: 


 ABX2  6 (Cooper)  & SBX2  5 (Leno)  


  Electronic Cigarettes 
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Legislation 
Proposed for BART Support  







Legislation Would Increase On-Going 


Transit Cap & Trade Funding 


Strategic and Policy Planning 8 


40% 


25% 


20% 


10% 
5% 


Legislative Discretion 
High-Speed Rail 


Afford Housing & Sustain 
Communities (AHSC) 


Transit & Intercity Rail 
Capital (TIRCP) 


Low-Carbon Transit 
Operations (LCTOP) 


25% 


25% 
20% 


20% 


10% 


Current Proposed 







  UPDATE:  2015 BART Sponsored Legislation 


SB 520 (Leno):  
Renewable Energy  


 
 Provides BART greater 


authority to directly seek  
renewable energy providers.  


 Status: Public Law. 
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UPDATE: 2015 BART Sponsored Legislation 
 


SB 413 (Wieckowski): 


     Transit Offenses 


 


 BART amendment would 
clarify loud noise offenses on 
system. 


 Status:  Sent to Governor. 
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UPDATE: 2015 BART Supported Legislation 


 AB 69 (Rodriguez): Body worn 
cameras. 


 Status:  Sent to Governor. 


 AB 71 (Rodriguez): Reporting 
police involved incidents. 


 Status:  Sent to Governor. 


 SB 11 (Beall): Peace Officers 
Training. 


 Status:  Sent to Governor. 


 SB 29 (Beall): Peace officers 
Training. 


 Status:  Sent to Governor. 
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UPDATE: BART Supported Legislation 
 


SB 9 (Beall): Cap & Trade  
Transit Capital 
 Would refashion the Transit 


Intercity Rail Capital  Program. 
(TIRCP). 


 Requires multi-year full funding 
commitments from CalSTA. 


 Allows  grant recipients to use   
Letter of No Prejudice for flexible 
funding. 


 Status:  Sent to Governor. 
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UPDATE: BART- Supported Legislation 
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SB 744 (Chau):  Density 
Bonus/Affordable Housing 


 


 Provides flexibility on parking 
mandates if  affordable 
housing developers meet 
specific requirements. 


 Status:  Sent to Governor. 


 


 


 







UPDATE: BART Supported Legislation 


 


SB 140 (Leno): Vaporizing 
Restrictions  


 Would restrict use of electronic 
cigarettes. 


 Supports BART’s anti-
vaporizing ordinance.  


 Status:  2 year bill – but  now in 
SBX2 5 and ABX2 6.  
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 AB 464 (Mullen) – Statewide County Taxes 


 AB 1335  (Atkins) – Building Homes & Jobs Act 


 SB 321 (Beall) – STA  Funding Formula 


 SB 391 (Huff) – Assaults on Transit Employees 


 ACA 4  (Frazier) – 55% Voter Threshold 


UPDATE: BART Supported Legislation 
What Didn’t Pass (yet) 
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Cap & Trade Update 
 


 
 2015-16 State Budget signed in June 


allocated 60% of Cap & Trade 
revenues.  Remaining 40% not 
allocated. 


 Legislature deferred making changes 
in Special Session to Cap & Trade 
program percentages. 


 Transit advocates shift to legislation 
to enhance transit funding. 


 Agencies involved continue to 
develop grant requirements to focus 
on GHG reduction. 
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Federal Legislative Update 


 New Speakership dynamic. 


 MAP-21 Extension runs through 
October 29, 2015. 


 DOT says Highway Trust Fund 
will remain solvent through June 
2016. 


 December will be busy as 
Congress tries to wrap up FY16 
Appropriations and Tax 
Extenders.  Deal on trans -
portation could happen in 
December. 
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Surface Transportation Reauthorization: 
 


 Senate passed bi-partisan DRIVE ACT on July 30, 2015 -- a 6-
year bill with only 3 years of  funding from a combination 
of offsets. 
 


 House refused to go along with this approach before 
August recess.  So Congress extended current policy until 
the end of this month and transferred $8 billion from the 
General Fund to the Highway Trust Fund. 
 


 Inaction in House because of policy disagreements 
between Committee Republicans and Democrats.  House 
leaders have said another short term extension is likely. 


 


Federal Legislative Update 
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Appropriations: 


 Continuing Resolution runs through December 11.  


 Congress and White House will need to begin negotiations on 
raising budget caps in order to finalize FY16 bills by end of 
calendar year.  Speaker Boehner announcement avoids a 
shutdown in short-term – but increases chances in December. 


 


Transit Tax Benefit: 


 Likely to pass tax extenders legislation in December. 
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Federal Legislative Update 







 


In 2015: 


 BART received approval to move its “Core Capacity” 
grant application into the two-year Project Development 
stage. 


 Received $5 million from FTA Innovative Safety 
Demonstration Project Grant. 


 Received $750,000 from FTA Workforce Development 
Grant. 


 Received $1 million from FTA TOD Pilot Planning Grant. 


 Received $1.6 million from DHS Transit Security Grant. 


 


 


Federal Legislative Update 
BART Grants 
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