SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA TRANSIT DISTRICT ACCESSIBILITY TASK FORCE

Draft Minutes

October 27, 2011
1.
Self-Introductions of Members

Members present:  Janet Abelson; Peter Crockwell; Randall L. Glock; Herb Hastings; Jane Lewis; Gerry Newell; Don Queen; Carmen Rivera-Hendrickson; Hale Zukas
Members not present: Linda Dratell; Mary Fowler; Jim Gonsalves; David Jackson; Katrina McCurdy
Guests of the Public: *Jan Armigo Brown; Larry Bun; Shawn Ebersole; Jerry Grace; Dennis Rojas; Tony Sustak;  *Roland Wong; Janice Hoang, (Stenographer); Dan Veltri, (Sign Language Interpreter); Trina Neil, (Sign Language Interpreter)
Staff: Ike Nnaji; Laura Timothy
Guest Speaker(s) and Guest Staff: Robert Raburn; Kevin Hagerty; Grace Crunican; Laura LaPlante; Scott Van Dussen; Rossana Reis; Tom Dunscombe
2.
Public Comments
Tony said that at the north end of the main concourse at Del Norte, there are curb cuts which lead to a ramp and then a step, which is an accessibility issue. 
Carmen stated that she received an e-mail from someone complaining about cones being left in BART elevators, on multiple occasions and at different stations. This person also mentioned having difficulty getting through some fare gates that would not open. 

Jerry shared that a meeting will be taking place at AC Transit headquarters later the same night from 6:30 to 7:30pm.

3.
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting
No opposition to Gerry’s motion to approve minutes of the September 22nd, 2011 meeting, (second by Herb). Motion carries unanimously. 

4.
Meet the New General Manager
After introductions between members, guests, staff, and the general manager, members were given the opportunity to voice their issues and concerns or to ask questions of Grace.
5.
Rescheduled BATF Meetings
The November meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16th at 2:30pm. It will be held at the usual location at 101 8th Street, Metro Center, Room 171, in Oakland.
The December meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 14th at 2:30pm. The meeting will take place at BART’s offices located at 300 Lakeside Drive in Oakland.

6.
Oakland Airport Connector
Janet commented that this system does not seem user friendly, especially for people with mobility limitations.
Some members spoke regarding the post or pole in the new design of the train and shared their concern with the space issue that it creates.
Roland expressed his worry with the design of having only one elevator.

Randall asked that the elevator design plans be made available for the committee, especially Hale, to review. 
Carmen asked that the train design plans be provided as well. 

7.
Ad Hoc Police Communicating with the Deaf
After the presentation, Randall mentioned that he has asked for a report from the police regarding general sensitivity for the entire group, and would like to add that topic as a future agenda item.
8. 
New Member Approval
No opposition to Herb’s motion to accept Jan Armigo Brown’s application, (second by Gerry); motion carries unanimously.

No opposition to Randall’s motion to accept Roland Wong’s application, (second by Jane); motion carries unanimously.
9.
Staff Announcements
Ike announced that the request for business cards for members has been approved. Members are to update their contact information and are to let Ike know what information they would like to include on their business cards.
There will be a presentation in the November meeting that will cover ADA issues at West Dublin.

The date and location for the mounting of Hale’s plaque is in the process of being set.

Staff is working on getting a bigger room for future meetings.

Ike will schedule for new members to take the ethics training and will include current members who have not yet taken it.

He is also still working with the legal department to get an answer on the topic of teleconferencing into a meeting.

Ike shared the details of a letter he received from someone complaining about a BART employee who parked their vehicle on a ramp at 40th Street at MacArthur. He then asked for members to be on the lookout and encouraged members to call customer service if they see such occurrences. He added that it would be helpful if members took note of additional information such as the station, the time of occurrence, and/or the vehicle car number or license plate number.
10.
Member Announcements
Carmen requested that the monthly staff report and staff announcements be made available in print.
Dennis Rojas will be providing a class at Lions Center for the Blind on November 4th, 2011, from 10am to 12pm. This class will be a training session for employers to develop awareness regarding disability issues and will also cover access needs. The Lions Center for the Blind is located at 2115 Broadway in Oakland.

11.
Future Agenda Topics (projected)
· Presentation on Red Tickets
· Request for Paul Oversier to attend future meeting
12.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned to the next specially scheduled meeting of Wednesday, November 16th, 2011 at 2:30 p.m. 
The tentative dates for the next two meetings are: 
-Wednesday, November 16th, 2011

-Wednesday, December 14th, 2011
